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News From CMDR BOB HEFFEY,
CO HMAS CAIRNZ .

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER MIKE RASHLEIGH CALLS IT A DAY

Lieutenant Commander Mike Rashleigh commenced his seagoing career as an Officer
Cadet in the Merchant Marine at the Maritime College in Southampton. The young
Mike served with company vessels trading worldwide for five years before returning to
the Southampton Technical University to complete an Engineering qualification.

Two years as an Engineer with an oil rig in the North Sea was enough and he returned
to New Zealand.

Never far from the sea, Mike joined the Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN) in 1979.
After completion of Officer Training, Lieutenant Rashleigh served at the RNZN
School of Apprentices and the Marine Engineering School followed by a posting as a
Divisional Officer at the RNZN Officer Training School. With promotion came
postings to HMNZ Ships Otago and Taranaki.

While serving in a staff appointment in Defence HQ Wellington, Mike graduated from
the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Staff College. Returning to Officer Training School
as the Deputy in 1988 he was subsequently posted as the first Director of the RNZN
Junior Officer Staff Course.

Crossing the Tasman and transferring to the RAN in April 1990, Mike was posted ini-
tially as the Deputy and then Officetin-Charge (OIC) of the Marine Engineering
School at HMAS Cerberus. While serving at Cerberus he graduated from Melbourne
University with a Bachelors Degree in Education. This was followed by a number of
staff appointments in Sydney.

July 1996 saw his final move posted to HMAGaims (CMDR Bob Heffey, RAN) as

the OIC FIMA Cairns. Changing roles but not location he has also served in Cairns as
a Project Officer with Patrol Boat SPO, Ports Services Officer, the initial Base
Redevelopment Officer and finally in November 2004 as the Base Support Manager for
the Defence SupporNorth Queensland Cairns area of responsibility. With ¢

fvilianisation of the position, LCDR Mi ke Rashl

Australian Navy is ashore fo Civvie Street.

Not showing any signs of slowing down, Mike has recently graduated from RMIT
with a Post Graduate Certificate in Management.

Mike may have traversed the globe and sailed the seven seas, but when in competition
he represents Australia in shooting,
where he is only bettered by his wife
Jill.

Importantly in retirement he intends to [
devote much more time to his golf and |
fishing. |
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1. CMDR Bob Heffey and LCDR Terry Ga
side (HMAS Cairns), LTCOL Steve Brain
CAPT Matt Cross (51 FNQR) farewell LCI
Mike Rashleigh on his last day in the Nav
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Defence School Transition Aide (DSTA) program in Cairns

The annual allocation of funding for Defence School Transition Aide

positions across the nation for the next financial year has recently beg

completed in Canberra.

For the past 8 years Cairns has been fortunate to have three positiong &f/cation Liaiso

Redl ynch State Coll ege, St Andr
These positions have been of significant support to Defence children
they change schools and manage with parents away on deployment.

For the upcoming financial year Redlynch Sate College was the only
successful applicant from Cairn
College had insufficient numbers of Defence

students to qualify. St Andrewo
themselves in the hope of qualifying in the next round of funding.

Cairns school principals will be invited to an information session on the

DSTA program and the application process biN©v¥ember
12noond 2pm at DCO. All schools will be invited to
attend the meeting. If you would like a copy of the invitation to presen
your school

personally, please collect a copy from DCO Cairns.

For further information,
please contact Gail Macdonald,
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REDLO-NQ on 07 4753 6532.
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END WITHOUT THE BANG O KEN CALLS IT A DAY.

Mr Ken Hoey joined the Royal Australian Navy on the 16th October 1964 and attained the rank of
Chief Petty Officer Quartermaster Gunner before he discharged in July 1990, achieving over 25 ye:
of dedicated service.

He then joined the APS in February 1992 where he was initially employed at Oakey Army Aviation
Centre, located near his heton of Toowoomba. Ken joined HMARirn§CMDR Bob Heffey,

RAN) in July 1997 as the Assistant

Explosives Custodian Officer, a position he has held until his retirement in July 2010.

During his 13 years at HMA&&irnsKen has consistently provided customers of the Explosive
Ordnance and Armoury Department with a level of customer service above and beyond what is ex-
pected and always displayed a remarkable willingness to help and support others. In addition to his
core duties, he also accepted the important roles as the Commonwealth Public Service Union and 1
APS Designated Work Group Health & Safety representative atGHitASnd was considered to

be one of the more active and vocal members of the Safety Committee, Mr Russ Power, the Com-
mand OH&S and Environment al Manager stated 0
highlighted issues that have ensured a posit

Ken was mostly renowned throughout HMZerngor his friendliness and compassionate demean-

our not to mention his early morning starts (0500hrs) where he would provide the Officer of the Day
with a pleasant wake up call to draw the keys. Preparing for ammunitioning evolutions makes for ar
early start, noting the Queerah magazine storage facility is located quite some distance from HMAS
CairnsThe site also presents its own challenges, not the least being the local wildlife. Transferring
items over the boat ramp certainly requires keen eyes to avoid any resident crocodiles. However, o
most concern to Ken was the proliferation of snakes, where Trinity Inlet is surrounded by dense
bushland and the number of legless encounters at Queerah magazine was many more than Ken he
ever desired. While Ken did not particularly enjoy his snake encounters, he certainly enjoyed telling
everyone about them.

On Kends | ast day at wor k, he was appropri at
tion for his servicesto HMA&imgdy CMDR Bob Heffey, who statec
peers are extremely grateful for his contribution to HE@&®ver the years and we all wish him

well in his retirement, where he plans to spend a lot more time with his wife Jeanette and reducing
his golf handicapé.

Photograph:

1. CMDR Bob Heffey (CO HMAS CAIRNS) and
Mr Ken Hoey displaying his well deserved Com-
manding Officerds Commendati on.



